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September 2025

Dear Parent/Carer,

Football Tour to Utrecht

Thank you for your interest in the proposed Football Tour to Holland during the Easter Break 2027; I would now like to provide you with some further details regarding the trip.

The tour will consist of students having the opportunity to train using the KNVB training facilities and playing friendly fixtures against carefully selected local opposition.  The itinerary will also have leisure time for the students to enjoy the tourist sights and attractions and other small activities. 

We intend to travel by coach and ferry, staying in accommodation suited specifically for such trips on a half board meal plan. The cost of the tour will be approximately £1300-1400 (final costs TBC). This includes accommodation, transport, excursions including a stadium tour at Ajax, watching an Eredivisie match, training and match fixtures as well as a tour kit package.

Details for the proposed trip:

Sport:			Football
Location: 		Utrecht (Holland)
Departure date:		Easter 2027 (1st April 2027)
Return date: 		Easter 2027 (5th April 2027)

The school has chosen to travel with GB Sports Tours; they are specialists in sports travel for schools to a variety of resorts Worldwide. They hold the Learning Outside the Classroom Quality Assurance award, they are assured members of the School Travel Forum and the Mid-Counties Co-Operative Ltd Travel Consortium and are ABTA and ATOL bonded. 
Details of travel arrangements will be provided to you at a later date once precise details are known.

I would also suggest that pupils bring additional spending money for any extra food, drinks or souvenirs they may wish to purchase.  

All students will require their own passport with at least 6 months until the expiry date. Each student must also either have a European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) which they can continue to use until it expires. If they do not have an EHIC or it has expired, they will need to apply for a Global Health Insurance Card (GHIC). Please visit the NHS website for further information on how to apply

This trip will be open to a maximum of 65 students. For your child to be considered for this trip, we will require both the deposit payment of £200 and completion of the online consent form (which will be sent separately) by Friday 31st October.  Payment can be made using Scopay. 

The remaining payments for the trip are detailed in the table below  We will require instalments to be paid on time, with the final payment due on or before Friday 26th February 2027.

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]The payment schedule would be as follows:
[bookmark: _heading=h.d4akomvcer6e]
	Fri 31st Oct 2025
	£200.00 

	Fri 30th Jan 26 to Fri 31st July 26 
	£100.00 per month (7 payments)

	Fri 25th Sept 26 to Fri 27th Nov 26 
	£100.00 per month (3 payments)

	Fri 29th Jan 27 
	£100.00

	Fri 26th Feb 27
	£100.00 Final Payment amount TBC


Please note that all payments are non refundable

If the trip is over-subscribed, every effort will be made to accommodate all applicants.  If this is not possible, places will be allocated randomly through names being pulled from a hat. Please note that once your child has been allocated a place you are committed to payment in full. Acceptance of a place on the trip will be conditional on students’ continued positive behaviour and the school retains the right to decline a student if their behaviour record is poor, or deteriorates in the run up to the trip. If this is the case then the money paid will not be refundable.

If your child has any additional needs, please contact me so that we can discuss this opportunity on an individual basis.

Please do not hesitate to contact me (huw.beaverstock@cset.co.uk) should you require any further information.

Yours sincerely
H Beaverstock

Mr Beaverstock
Head of Physical Education
Downend School

In line with CSETs trips framework please note the following:
· This trip will be cancelled unless we receive sufficient contributions to cover the total cost.
· You will not be entitled to a refund if closer to the visit you or your child decide they do not wish to attend as this is classed as a disinclination to travel and is not covered by the refund process.  
· A Risk Assessment will be undertaken for this trip which will follow the latest government and DfE advice for Educational Visits.  
· Please remember not to send your child on this trip if they are feeling unwell.

Insurance
This trip will be covered by the Tour Companies Insurance Policy.
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  Downend School is managed by Castle School Education Trust: a company limited by guarantee. 
  Registered in England. Company No: 8397975
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